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HONORING MR. RAY L. PERETTI
OF KENT, WASHINGTON

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to highlight and commend the serv-
ice of Ray L. Peretti of the Ninth Congres-
sional District of Washington, for his service to
his community and the Nation as a member of
the National Association of Professional Insur-
ance Agents.

Mr. Peretti recently completed his term as
the president of the National Association of
Professional Insurance Agents, and has also
served in many positions of responsibility in
the association. Mr. Peretti has been a mem-
ber of the board of directors of PIA National
since 1995. He was also a member of the
board of directors of PIA of Washington/Alas-
ka, which is now part of the PIA Western Alli-
ance, serving as vice president, president-
elect and president and on various commit-
tees.

Mr. Peretti has served on the State of
Washington Property and Casualty Advisory
Committee. He was named Agent of the Year
by PIA of Washington/Alaska in 1995, re-
ceived the Hartford/Jonathan Trumball Coun-
cil's Chairman’s Award. Mr. Peretti was also
honored by the Insurance Fire Mark Society of
the Pacific Northwest with its Presidential
Award, and is the recipient of a public rela-
tions award from the Insurance Women of
South King County.

Active in his community, Mr. Peretti is the
owner of the Hub Insurance Agency of
Renton, Washington. A lifelong member of the
Renton Lions Club, he is also a member of
the Renton Chamber of Commerce, serving 6
years as a member of its board of directors,
and has been a member of the Renton Arts
Commission and the Renton Ethics Board.

As a professional insurance agent, Mr.
Peretti’s dedication to the highest standards of
his profession has earned him the respect of
his friends, associates, business colleagues
and of the insurance industry as a whole.

Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the opportunity to
rise today to recognize the good work that
Ray L. Peretti has done throughout his career
as a member of the insurance community, and
to again congratulate him on the completion of
his term as the president of the National Asso-
ciation of Professional Insurance Agents.

————

TRIBUTE TO M. KRISHNAN AND M.
MURALI

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | wish to for-
mally congratulate M. Krishnan and M. Murali
for earning the title of Best Businesspersons
of the Year and for their receipt of the Fetna
Award of Excellence for 2006. This recognition
is the culmination of the contributions that
these two brothers have made in the Indian
and larger communities.

The two businessmen established Sri
Krishna Sweets as the premier purveyor of fin-
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est sweets in India. While maintaining uncom-
promising principles and ethical values, they
have applied the highest standards of excel-
lence in areas ranging from purchase to fresh
delivery of products to creating a new genera-
tion of satisfied customers all of the time.

Outside of the business world, they have
been well known in their local community for
the initiation of community service projects in
India, most notably among them being posting
of life guards in Chennai beaches, restoration
of water bodies, preservation and promotion of
art and culture and addressing environmental
issues. As an advocate for environmental con-
sciousness and a big admirer of Indian art and
culture, | applaud their commitment. Their cor-
porate social responsibility is worthy of emu-
lation by Indian and American companies.

Sri Krishna Sweets began as a single store
in 1948 and it has become the leading retailer
of specialty sweets in India with over 54
branches across the country. As Sri Krishna
Sweets plans to expand its enterprise to the
United States, the company will foster a
stronger relationship and bring about a better
understanding and cooperation between the
U.S. and India.

| look forward to seeing Sri Krishna Sweets
outlets opening in the US. Again, | commend
Krishana and Murali for their notable efforts.

—————

TRIBUTE TO RABBI MOSHE AND
LOIS ROTHBLUM

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Rabbi Moshe and Lois
Rothblum, a dynamic couple that has been in-
volved in the Adat Ari EI synagogue commu-
nity for 35 years. Rabbi Rothblum is cele-
brating his retirement, and Lois Rothblum is
receiving the Adat Ari El Humanitarian Award.

Rabbi Rothblum has long been a part of the
Los Angeles community. He attended Fairfax
High School and Los Angeles Hebrew High
and graduated from UCLA. His parents in-
stilled in him a love of music and musical the-
ater, evident in his role as a counselor and
music specialist at Camp Ramah. He went on
to direct musical theater at Adat Ari El during
his tenure as Rabbi, and his musical composi-
tions for Shabbat and other occasions are still
sung in synagogues all over the world. After
his retirement, he will continue to stay involved
in youth musical theater.

Moshe’s love of music is only one of many
amazing facets of his personality that he has
showcased as Rabbi. He has been an elo-
quent advocate for Israel in the Jewish com-
munity and the larger southern California com-
munity. He is a quiet champion of social jus-
tice. He met with the late Cesar Chavez to
discuss the plight of migrant farm workers. He
broke precedent with the Conservative Jewish
movement when, in 1985, he appointed Rabbi
Leslie Alexander, the first woman to serve a
large  Conservative congregation. Rabbi
Rothblum also met the late Pope John Paul Il
during his time as president of the Southern
California Board of Rabbis. He is a renowned
spiritual leader who has touched many lives.

Lois Rothblum is receiving the Adat Ari El
Humanitarian Award. She attended New York
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University and Columbia University Teachers
College. Lois was a religious school teacher
for 9 years, and her passion and dedication
caused her to become a leading Jewish edu-
cator. She currently serves as director of
teacher education at the Fingerhut School of
Education, University of Judaism.

Rabbi Moshe and Lois Rothblum have
made lasting impressions on the Adat Ari El
community, as well as the larger Los Angeles
community. | am proud to call them friends
and proud to be a member of their congrega-
tion. I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
and honoring Moshe and Lois for all that they
have achieved.

————

THANKING PUBLIC-SPIRITED EM-
PLOYEES AT GEOEYE IN COLO-
RADO

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | want
to acknowledge the assistance of several pub-
lic-spirited individuals working at GeoEye, the
world’s largest commercial satellite imagery
company.

GeoEye, which acquired another company,
Space Imagining, earlier this year, now oper-
ates a constellation of three Earth imaging sat-
ellites—Orb  View-2, Orb View-3 and
IKONOS—that contribute to an international
network of more than a dozen regional ground
stations, an image archive, and advanced
geospatial imagery processing capabilities that
are among the best in the world.

GeoEye has a strong presence in Colo-
rado’s 2nd Congressional District and recently
demonstrated the value of their corporate
presence in our state.

Last month, the Boulder County Sheriff and
others responded to a report that a young Ma-
rine was missing after a fall in Eldorado Can-
yon State Park. This search effort involved
hundreds of volunteers and a significant num-
ber of law enforcement officials, and of course
the missing Marine’s parents were deeply con-
cerned about their son’s disappearance, and
conventional search methods were proving to
be ineffective.

As the search was underway, my office was
asked to contact GeoEye to see if they might
be able to provide imaging data that could be
used to find him.

Within moments of my request, GeoEye
was offering up satellite imaging of the Eldo-
rado Springs area and other forms of assist-
ance to the Boulder County Sheriff's Depart-
ment and to the Marine’s family. No questions
asked. No request for payment in return for
services rendered; just a neighborly helping
hand.

| want to express my deep public apprecia-
tion for the employees at GeoEye, who were
quick to offer the company’s assistance and
who demonstrated a true sense of community
spirit in a difficult situation.

While the law says “corporations” are also
“persons,” | think it is noteworthy when a
company responds to a crisis in the way ordi-
nary citizens do. After all, companies are orga-
nized—and properly so—for financial profit
and economic benefit. We don’t expect cor-
porations, particularly large ones, to exhibit the
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very human qualities that neighbors or friends
do. And that is why | want to commend
GeoEye and thank the company for their quick
response and their offer to help.

| want to particularly thank Mr. Matt
O’Connell, the CEO of GeoEye, Mr. Mark
Brender, the Vice President for Comms/Mar-
keting at GeoEye, and to Kim Goff, Kerri Rose
and Val Webb. They generously gave of their
time and expertise to help the community. Ms.
Webb called my District Office to follow up on
the case several times to offer additional as-
sistance. That kind of personal effort certainly
impressed me and my staff.

Please join me in commending these indi-
viduals and thanking them for their public-spir-
itedness. They remind us that with the right
leadership, corporations are not necessarily
abstract institutions lacking the qualities we
look for in good friends and neighbors, but
are, at their best, integral parts of the commu-
nity at-large.

——————

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF FRENCH HOSPITAL
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
pay tribute to French Hospital Medical Center
and acknowledge their 60 years of providing
quality healthcare to our community.

Founded by Edison French in 1946, this
French Hospital Medical Center brought state
of the art medicine to the San Luis Obispo
community and continues to do so today. Dr.
French, a surgeon, actively encouraged other
specialists to settle in the San Luis Obispo
area. In 1972, Dr. French moved the hospital
to its current location on Johnson Avenue,
where it serves residents throughout San Luis
Obispo County. Currently, the hospital has
working relationships with 320 physicians and
employs more than 480 people.

On June 1, 2004, French Hospital was ac-
quired by Catholic Healthcare West (CHW),
and joined a network of over 40 medical cen-
ters and hospitals in three states. Founded in
1986, CHW is one of our Nation’s largest not-
for-profit healthcare systems and the largest
Catholic healthcare system based in the West-
ern United States. In 2005, French Hospital
Medical Center provided more than $5 million
in care to the uninsured in our community and
to other philanthropic endeavors. The hospital
is committed to delivering high-quality, com-
passionate and affordable healthcare services,
with special attention to the poor and under-
served.

French Hospital Medical Center has set,
and continues to set, a positive example with
their passion for the practice of great medicine
and their commitment to our local community.
| am pleased, Mr. Speaker, to represent this
community and the many caring staff and ad-
ministrators of French Hospital Medical Center
and am pleased to celebrate their 60-year an-
niversary.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 6061, SECURE FENCE ACT
OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 14, 2006

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 6061, the Secure
Fence Act of 2006. This bill is not about bor-
der security or terrorism prevention, as the
name implies, but is rather a gimmick and will
not in fact solve our nation’s border and immi-
gration problems. We need to focus on “smart
security” and develop a comprehensive plan.
Only then will we truly secure our borders and
ensure our safety as Americans. This bill
strays far from those priorities and is opposed
by almost every reasonable business, labor,
and civil liberties advocacy group in the coun-
try.
The bill before us does not provide any spe-
cific dollar amounts to build the mandated
fence, and nowhere does the bill even author-
ize additional Border Patrol, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, or Customs officers
needed to secure the border. Blindly erecting
a fence, without taking into consideration the
needs of the area and the men and women
who work on the front lines of our borders is
not effective and we can do better. We need
to focus on “smart security,” and we need to
do it now.

It is extremely important to know who is en-
tering our country and who is already here.
We need to focus on strengthening our bor-
ders by improving our surveillance technology,
deploying more border patrol agents, and pro-
viding them with the materials they need to ef-
fectively do their jobs. This is why | am proud
to support Mr. Thompson’s substitute amend-
ment.

The substitute amendment requires the De-
partment of Homeland Security to develop a
comprehensive border security strategy by de-
ploying at least 3,000 additional Border Patrol
agents and 2,000 additional Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agents at our borders
each year for the next four years. The sub-
stitute also provides helicopters, portable com-
puters, radio communications and hand-held
global positioning devices so the agents have
all of the resources they need to get the job
done.

Mr. Thompson’s substitute also ends our in-
effective “Catch and Release” practice. We
need to ensure that we have adequate space
in which to house people until we determine
who they are and why they are here. It is un-
acceptable that illegal immigrants have been
released after being charged with a crime sim-
ply because there is not adequate space in
which to detain them. The substitute author-
izes 100,000 additional detention bed spaces
through FY 2010 to assist with the detention
of undocumented individuals.

We also need to refocus our efforts on mon-
itoring precisely which materials come through
our borders. As the lead Democrat on the
Subcommittee for the Prevention of Nuclear
and Biological Attack, | have called for the in-
stallation of radiation portal monitors at des-
ignated ports of entry to screen all inbound
cargo for radiological or nuclear materials. |
am dedicated to ensuring we have this impor-
tant technology at every entry point.
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Although erecting a security fence in specifi-
cally targeted areas may be necessary, it
needs to be part of a much larger comprehen-
sive plan. In order to employ a plan that is
truly effective, we need to take into consider-
ation all of these factors, not just a select few.

Rhetorical bills proposing a quick fix will not
secure our borders, and | will not support leg-
islation that does not propose a comprehen-
sive solution. | am proud to support Mr.
THOMPSON’s substitute amendment, and | urge
my colleagues to follow suit.

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
GEORGE NASHAR FOR RECEIV-
ING THE NORTH OLMSTEAD

DEMOCRAT OF THE YEAR
AWARD
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of George M. Nashar,
dedicated father and community leader, whose
lifelong service has merited him this year’s
North Olmsted Democrat of the Year Award.

Born in Detroit, Michigan, Mr. Nashar grew
with a strong sense of responsibility and family
values as the oldest of seven siblings. After
graduating from Detroit Institute of Technology
and Cuyahoga Community College, he proudly
served in the U.S. Army for two years. During
his service, Mr. Nashar bore witness to the
Berlin Wall crisis, a harsh reality of the Cold
War that left a lasting impression upon him,
strengthening his democratic values and call
to civic duty. Back in America, after his serv-
ice, Mr. Nashar fell in love with his wife Donna
and settled down in Ohio, where the two have
been happily married for 41 years and blessed
with three beautiful daughters, Nancy, Nicole,
and Noelle, and nine lively grandchildren. A
devoted husband and father, Mr. Nashar has
supported his family throughout the years with
his employment at General Motors. After re-
tirement, Mr. Nashar stayed active working for
Gerald Fuerst at the Clerk of Courts.

In addition to being a hard-working and
warm-hearted family man, Mr. Nashar is an
exemplary American citizen because of his en-
thusiastic involvement throughout his local
community of North Olmsted. Actively com-
mitted to his children’s education, Mr. Nashar
served for several years on the St. Richard
School Parent Club as President and as
Chairman of fun and successful fundraisers, in
addition to serving for 12 years on the Magnifi-
cat High School Board of Governors. A devote
Catholic, Mr. Nashar has been ushering for
Sunday Mass at St. Richard Parish for over 20
years and has made many friends within the
church community.

Mr. Nashar goes above and beyond his
civic responsibility with engagement in the po-
litical process. As a member of the North
Olmsted Democratic Club, serving as its Presi-
dent for two years and repeatedly sponsoring
their annual picnic, he works to foster unity
and political awareness. From 1990-2006, Mr.
Nashar honorably served as Ward 3 Council-
man for the City of North Olmsted, chairing
several committees including Streets and
Transportation and Safety. During these 16
years he was well-respected and repeatedly
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